
 

Briefing Note 
 

Gloucestershire County Council’s Cabinet (12th September 2012) and Herefordshire Council’s 
Cabinet (13th September 2012) are being asked to approve on-going negotiations with a remaining 
bidder to deliver broadband to rural parts of both counties. 

Both Cabinets will be asked to invest a significant amount of money, in partnership with the 
government, to work with a commercial supplier to deliver high-speed broadband to rural 
communities. 

Delivery of broadband to the rural areas will open up opportunities for businesses and provide a 
lifeline to many residents.  The project is concerned with making the investment now to address 
long term infrastructure constraints, promoting economic growth and the delivery of jobs. 

 

Key facts and figures 

 The Borders Broadband project covers Herefordshire and Gloucestershire and is one of four 
national pilot projects to address the challenge of poor broadband coverage in rural areas. 
 

 Gloucestershire County Council will be looking to invest £7.5 million to allow the project to 
happen. 

 

 It is proposed Herefordshire Council’s contribution to the project is to be increased to £10.1m 
from the current allocation of £6m.  This increase is to match fund additional investment from 
Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK - as part of Department for Culture Media and Sport). 

 For facts and figures on existing broadband, including survey results go to: 
http://www.gfirstbroadband.co.uk/useful-info/documents.aspx  
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/broadband/ 
 

 The proposed contract covers the design, build and operation of a wholesale broadband 
network across both counties. 

 There is one remaining Bidder in the final stage of the process. 

 The network will be used by any number of independent internet service providers (ISPs) 
who would then offer a range of retail broadband packages to the consumer. 

 Combined with commercial improvements to the network, 88% of premises in each of the 
counties will have access to speeds of 30Mbps or above. 

 For Herefordshire: The final Bidder has offered to provide the Universal Service 
Commitment (USC – the Government’s commitment) of 2Mbps to every premise in the 
county and NGA of 30Mbps or above to a minimum of 78% premises in the eligible area by 
December 2016.  A further 1% will receive speeds of over 12Mbps. 

 For Gloucestershire: The Bidder has offered to provide the USC of 2Mbps to every premise 
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http://www.gfirstbroadband.co.uk/useful-info/documents.aspx
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/broadband/


   

in the county and NGA of 30Mbps or above to a minimum of 69% premises in the eligible 
area. 

 The Bidder has proposed that their deployment is completed by December 2016. 

 The total public sector investment covering both counties is £35.4m, part funded by the local 
authorities, Government funding and BDUK. 

 A single contract for Herefordshire and Gloucestershire is proposed with the partnership 
between the two counties remaining in place until the end of the project. 

 

Cabinet papers for Herefordshire can be accessed via: 

http://herefordshire2.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=251&MId=4376&Ver=4  

Click on Item 4 (Borders Broadband Contract Award and Partnership Agreement) 

http://herefordshire2.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=251&MId=4376&Ver=4

